Bibliography

Davidson, Peter. “Achaemenid Empire.” World History
Encyclopedia. World History Encyclopedia, May 11, 2022.
https://www.worldhistory.org/Achaemenid Empire/.

Reid, Debra. Tyndale Old Testament Commentaries: Esther.
InterVarsity Press, 2008.

Swindoll, Charles R. Esther: A Woman Of Strength And Dignity.
Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson, 1997.

Wiersbe, Warren W. Be Committed: Doing God's Will Whatever
The Cost. Colorado Springs, CO: David C. Cook, 1995.

NORTH VALLEY (CHURCH

Strength

i
Dignity

Today’s Sermon:
Esther - Strength & Dignity:

Characteristics Of Strength And Dignity
Speaking: Dan Housam
29 May 2022



Esther - Strength & Dignity:

Characteristics Of Strength And Dignity
(Esther 2 NIV)

3“Let the king appoint commissioners in every province of his
realm to bring all these beautiful young women into the harem at
the citadel of Susa. ... and let beauty treatments be given to them.
“Then let the young woman who pleases the king be queen
instead of Vashti.”

>Now there was in the citadel of Susa a Jew of the tribe of
Benjamin, named Mordecai ... ®who had been carried into exile
from Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, among those
taken captive with Jehoiachin king of Judah. "Mordecai had a
cousin named Hadassah, whom he had brought up because she
had neither father nor mother. This young woman, who was also
known as Esther, had a lovely figure and was beautiful. Mordecai
had taken her as his own daughter when her father and mother
died.

8When the king’s order and edict had been proclaimed, many
young women were brought to the citadel of Susa .... Esther also
was taken to the king’s palace and entrusted to Hegai, who had
charge of the harem.

-Filled Charm

9She pleased (Hegai) and won his favor. Immediately he provided
her with her beauty treatments and special food. He assigned to
her seven female attendants selected from the king’s palace and
moved her and her attendants into the best place in the harem.

Verbal

Esther had not revealed her nationality and family background,
because Mordecai had forbidden her to do so.

Humility
BWhen the turn came for Esther ... to go to the king, she asked for

nothing other than what Hegai, the king’s eunuch who was in
charge of the harem, suggested.

Esther won the favor of everyone who saw her. ... ’Now the king
was attracted to Esther more than to any of the other women,
and she won his favor and approval more than any of the others.

Teachable Spirit

20Byt Esther had kept secret her family background and
nationality just as Mordecai had told her to do, for she continued
to follow Mordecai’s instructions as she had done when he was
bringing her up.

21During the time Mordecai was sitting at the king’s gate, Bigthana
and Teresh, two of the king’s officers who guarded the doorway,
became angry and conspired to assassinate King Xerxes. 22But
Mordecai found out about the plot and told Queen Esther, who in
turn reported it to the king, giving credit to Mordecai. 22And when
the report was investigated and found to be true, the two officials
were impaled on poles.



